
 

 

The 21st century woman doesn’t only play one role, but several, 

as men are more than aware of this, which led to their active involvement 

in both household activities and in their children’s education. In this man-

ner, women and men have not only managed to be equals in the face of 

law but also in what concerns activities, which greatly contributes to the 

development of society. 

 Yesterday’s woman was involved 

in and contributed to the solving of social 

issues fighting for the recognition of her 

judicial rights; today’s woman has the ulti-

mate freedom to choose her life partner, to 

choose the job of her dreams, to bear chil-

dren when she chooses to, not whenever it 

happens, to express her opinions, to have 

the right to vote, to be herself every single 

moment. Today’s woman is the strong 

woman, the one who fights for her desires, 

who wants to learn something new and 

helpful for her career, who has a successful 

career and who is a mother and a wife. 

 ‘’In the Romanian society of the 

late 19th century, work did not provide inde-

pendence to women due to the fact that 

what they earned did not ensure their eco-

nomic independence. At the turn of the 21st 

century, this remark is still suited to the 

reality in Romania – in spite of the different 

historical and political context’’, were Paul 

Scorteanu’s words. 
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of woman’s emancipation  
 

 Woman’s role in the family and socie-
ty, which was God-given, is motherhood, the 
responsibility for the family stability and the 
children’s education. About a century and a 
half ago, at the start of woman’s emancipation 
movement, people became aware of the con-
sequences of different education given to men 
and women.  

 The influential voices of 1848 encou-
raged the education of women, as a first step 
to their emancipation. Thus, within the revoluti-
on programme, one of the primary objectives 
was the equality of education for both genders. 
The proclamation from Islaz, in 1848, stipula-
ted, in section 16 that ‘’Equal and complete 
education is to be offered to the Romanians of 
both genders’’ The Romanian Constitution from 
1866 underlined that Romanians have both 
civil rights and political ones. Calypso Botez 
asks rhetorically: ‘’All Romanians are equal in 
the face of law’’ according to section 1 from the 
Romanian Constitution. Romanian women 
didn’t have the right to vote or to be voted until 
1946. 

WOMAN  

 Adela Xenopol used to say in 

1879: ‘’ Woman is not more inferior to 

man, but Romanian women are on the 

same moral pedestal as men; woman has 

the same capacity and is capable of the 

same activities as man.’’ 

  During the conference held at 

Ateneul Roman on the 10th of February 

1894, on the topic of ‘’The economic role 

of the Romanian woman’’, At. Popovici 

speaks about the important part played 

by the country woman. ‘’Without a doubt 

the country woman is the pillar of the 

house, the pillar of the Romanian state. 

Without a social work division, she is the 

universal machine that produces everyt-

hing.’’ During that time, the Romanian 

society was predominantly rural and the 

household economy of the peasants was 

the main source of national income. 

Being a prominent personality of the previous 

century, Golda Meir, was chosen as the prime-minister of 

Israel on the 17th of March 1969, after being the minister 

for external affairs. She was the first woman in Israel, and 

the third in the world that had such an important position. 

Madam Meir used to say: ‘’Many people accuse me that I 

run the affairs with my heart and not with my head. And 

what’s wrong with that? Those who cannot cry with all 

their heart cannot find happiness. I would say that women 

rationalize, communicate and act like women, and men 

act like men. And it is very well this way, because I consi-

der that a ‘’masculine woman’’ can be equally as appalling 

as a ‘’feminine man’’.’’ 

The feminine way of rationalizing, of communi-

cating and acting didn’t prevent Margaret Thatcher from 

finding the most suitable solutions in the Malvine crisis, in 

the same way that they didn’t prevent Eileen Colins from 

executing, as commander of the shuttle Discovery, the 

risky procedures that allowed her to complete the first 

successful space mission after two successive failures.’’ 

GOLDA MEIR 

Margaret Thatcher who was the British prime-minister with the longest man-

date of the last 150 years, declared: ‘’Women’s mission is not to enhance the masculine 

spirit, but to express feminism; their mission is not to conserve the world created by 

men, but to create a humane society through the infusion of the feminine spirit in all 

their actions.’’ 

MARGARET THATCHER

 The Neolithic was the only historical 

time when the woman played a main part in 

society, the emphasis being on motherhood 

and the cult of fertility, which placed woman on 

the main level of social life.  Starting from Gre-

ek antiquity, the woman used to be in a positi-

on of obedience and utter dependence on the 

man. However, there have been countless 

women, who, as a result of their traits, mana-

ged to impose themselves, an example in this 

respect being the case of queen from Saba 

and the woman-poet Sapho.   

 The emancipation of woman is, in 

fact, a measurement of the degree of civilizati-

on of a particular society. Economic and cultu-

ral primitivism, the lack of political rights mainly 

affects women, who are seen in many parts of 

the world today, as mere additions to men. The 

fundamental change in the condition of woman 

took place during the time bourgeois revoluti-

ons, through the abolishment of the old feudal 

structures and through the acknowledgement 

of the equality of rights for all people. 

A short history of woman’s emancipation in 

society 

The woman today is, un-

doubtedly the result of hundreds of years 

of evolution and progress. During the co-

urse of history, the successors of Eve have 

succeeded in proving their worth not only 

within the household and in the raising of 

children. The woman stands for a wonder-

ful gift of nature. The only condition is for 

her to show her value while struggling at 

the same time not to be ostentatious. Man 

and woman are definitely different, but 

complementary. Gender equality signifies 

a partnership. But, sometimes, in various 

cases, a woman can perform better than a 

man; however, this must not be displayed, 

in the same manner in which a man must 

not disrespect the woman. Everything has 

to be calculated.  Adela Xenopol, the sister of the historian 
A.D. Xenopol was the founder of the Dochia maga-
zine, in which she started to defend, support and 
research women’s rights, to fight for their intellec-
tual, judicial and political emancipation. The Dochia 
magazine became a fighting arena for education 
and promotion of woman in the most diverse bran-
ches of social, political and cultural activities. In 
1914, Adela Xenopol forwarded a petition to the 
Deputies Gathering in order to revise the Constituti-
on, and in which she demanded the right to vote for 
women-novelists, and teachers. Adela Xenopol 
wrote that: ‘’ The Dochia magazine is meant to 
defend, support and research women’s rights so as 
to prove that woman has always been entitled and 
worthy during history.’’ 


